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‘The Jungle Book’ adaptation ‘Jangala’ fuses Indian
classical dance with contemporary ballet

There is something remarkably charming about the blend of the
traditional with the contemporary — as if two completely different
cultures and eras are merged into one. Oakland Ballet Company’s
“Jangala” exemplifies this.

The production is the brainchild of Graham Lustig, artistic
director of the Oakland Ballet Company, who wished to transfer
the story of Rudyard Kipling’s “The Jungle Book” onto the stage.
“Jangala” fuses contemporary ballet with bharatanatyam, a
traditional South Indian classical dance form. For this production,
the company partnered with guest artist Nadhi Thekkek from
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San Francisco Ballet stuns with
chilling contemporary rendition
of ‘Frankenstein’

Honji Wang is striking, strong
presence on Zellerbach Hall’s
stage in ‘Borderline’

Kei Takei’s ‘Light’ embodies
rhythms of nature, drags at times

Nava Dance Theatre — a San Francisco-based bharatanatyam
dance company. The piece premiered at the Middlesex County
College in New Jersey in 2013, and, most recently, at Oakland’s
Skyline High School on Saturday.

The performance opens with a bharatanatyam piece by dancers
from Nava Dance Theatre, including Thekkek, and was a
refreshing, playful routine based on a story from the popular
Indian comic series “Amar Chitra Katha.” It tells the story of an
elephant trying to save its home, the forest, from being destroyed
at the hands of a forester. The piece is accompanied by live music,
adding to the general mood of joy that the routine embodies. The
dancers are adorned with bharatnatyam saris of various, bright
colors, enhancing the forest setting. This opening piece perfectly
introduces the larger story of “Jangala.”

“Jangala” not only fuses bharatnatyam with contemporary ballet,
but also includes bhangra and Bollywood movements. In an effort
to combine very different styles of dance, however, the routine is
sometimes too chaotic for the audience to completely follow it —
there is an obvious distinction between Thekkek’s bharatanatyam
and the kind performed by the dancers of the ballet company.

Additionally, the various acts of the performance switch suddenly
from soft, classical music to mainstream Bollywood, echoing
changes in the dance forms, from traditional ballet to a
Bollywood-bhangra fusion. The interplay between these clashing
sounds and movements can be confusing to an audience.

Nevertheless, Sanchit Babbar, an alumnus of the prestigious Ailey
School, is fitting in the lead role as Mowgli. It is thrilling to watch him switch from ballet to
bharatanatyam to bhangra, instinctively and without the slightest flinch. The expressiveness of his
entire body perfectly illustrates the transition from a baby to a young boy, moving from the jungle to
the urban, human world. As Shere Khan, Tori Jahn is also stunning to watch; her movements are
fierce and strong, yet majestic, perfectly capturing the essence of a tiger.

The fact that the ensemble is a collection of experienced, exceptional dancers is made apparent in
the tremendous way they deliver the various themes of the story — the theme of unity, in particular.

The relationship between Mowgli and his two friends, Baloo the bear and Bagheera the panther,
played by dancers Calvin Thomas and Frankie Lee Peterson III, respectively, is particularly
beautiful. The two animals teach Mowgli the laws of the jungle and the production dedicates an
entire scene to the three of them — a version of “The Bare Necessities” scene from the Disney
adaptation that everyone knows and adores. Their movements are centered around supporting one
another, which is made evident as they constantly, gracefully lift Mowgli up and carry him from one
end of the stage to the other. The audience experiences a new friendship being formed — an
experience that is truly heartwarming.

As a production that encapsulates dance forms from various corners of the world, some
performative aspects of “Jangala” remain confused and ambiguous. Yet the immensely emotive
dancers, in their genuine attempt to embrace Indian dance styles, are riveting to watch. The
continuous switching between styles of music fastens the audience’s gaze onto the stage, as do the
impressive dancers of both the Oakland Ballet Company and the Nava Dance Theatre. “Jangala” is a
wonderful amalgamation of the old and the new, the classical and the contemporary.

“Jangala” will be performed Friday at San Leandro High School.

Contact Anoushka Agrawal at aagrawal@dailycal.org.

VIDEO

THE DAILY CLOG
Clog to be shut down after
too many misinterpreted
‘Clog reports’

5 friends like this

Daily Cal Arts & Entert…
1.7K likesLike Page

Trump decides to remove McMaster…

http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/11/san-francisco-ballet-frankenstein/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/11/san-francisco-ballet-frankenstein/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/01/wang-zellerbach-borderline/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/01/wang-zellerbach-borderline/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/02/10/light-kei-takei/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/02/10/light-kei-takei/
mailto:aagrawal@dailycal.org
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/15/clog-shut-many-misinterpreted-clog-reports/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/clog/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/15/clog-shut-many-misinterpreted-clog-reports/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100013844612550
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=798473049
https://www.facebook.com/jasper.louie
https://www.facebook.com/krissy.rushing
https://www.facebook.com/Srj4750
https://www.facebook.com/byeclaire
https://www.facebook.com/smriti.joneja
https://www.facebook.com/dailycalarts/
https://www.facebook.com/dailycalarts/
https://www.facebook.com/dailycalarts/


 

 

 

 

RELATED A&E
Joffrey Ballet gives audiences inside look on
choreography, process
Camille A. Brown & Dancers celebrate Black
girlhood, social dance in upcoming
performances
Skip ‘The Nutcracker’; see Smuin Ballet’s
‘The Christmas Ballet’ instead

MOST RECENT A&E
‘Muppet Guys Talking’ makes Muppets
human, offers endearing sentiment
Steve Aoki rages, throws cake at Bill Graham
Civic Auditorium
African-American Shakespeare Company’s
‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ is on track
Season 2 of ‘Jessica Jones’ demonstrates
why she’s a hero like no other

Please keep our community civil. Comments should remain on topic and be respectful. 

Read our full comment policy

0 Comments The Daily Californian Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAddd Privacy�

 Recommend

 Ailey School, Amar Chitra Katha, Bagheera, Baloo, bhangra, bharatanatyam, Calvin Thomas, Frankie Lee
Peterson III, Graham Lustig, Jangala, Middlesex County College, Mowgli, Nadhi Thekkek, Nava Dance
Theatre, Oakland Ballet Company, Rudyard Kipling, San Leandro High School, Sanchit Babbar, Shere Khan,
Skyline High School, The Bare Necessities, The Jungle Book, Tori Jahn

javascript:window.print()
http://facebook.com/dailycal
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailycal.org%2F2018%2F03%2F14%2Fjangala-jungle-book%2F&screen_name=dailycal
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/feed/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/
http://www.dailycal.org/2017/11/20/joffrey-ballet-cal-performances-zellerbach-hall-nicolas-blanc/
http://www.dailycal.org/2017/11/27/cal-performances-camille-brown-black-girl-linguistic-play-zellerbach-playhouse/
http://www.dailycal.org/2017/12/18/smuin-ballet-christmas-yerba-buena/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/15/muppet-guys-talking/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/15/steve-aoki-rages-throws-cake-bill-graham-civic-auditorium/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/15/african-american-shakespeare-company-streetcar/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/14/season-2-jessica-jones/
http://www.dailycal.org/about/#commentpolicy
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/dailycal/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=dailycal&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/ailey-school/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/amar-chitra-katha/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/bagheera/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/baloo/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/bhangra/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/bharatanatyam/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/calvin-thomas/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/frankie-lee-peterson-iii/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/graham-lustig/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/jangala/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/middlesex-county-college/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/mowgli/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/nadhi-thekkek/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/nava-dance-theatre/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/oakland-ballet-company/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/rudyard-kipling/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/san-leandro-high-school/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/sanchit-babbar/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/shere-khan/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/skyline-high-school/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/the-bare-necessities/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/the-jungle-book/
http://www.dailycal.org/tag/tori-jahn/


NEWS
ASUC
Campus
City
Crime & Courts
Research & Ideas
State
UC
Obituary
Notes from the
Field

Men’s
Baseball
Basketball
Crew
Cross Country
Football
Golf
Gymnastics
Rugby
Swim
Tennis
Water Polo

Women’s
Basketball
Crew
Golf
Gymnastics
Lacrosse
Softball
Swim
Tennis
Track & Field
Volleyball
Water Polo

SPORTS A&E
Columns
Film & Television
Literature
Music
Theater
Visual Art
Comedy

OPINION
Editorials
Op-Eds
Letters to the
Editor
Columns
Editorial
Cartoons
The Soapbox
Sex on Tuesday
Cal in Color

MULTIMEDIA
Arts
Graphics
News
Opinion
Sports

FEATURED
Editor’s Picks
Awards
Special Issues
The Weekender
Gameday
Best of Berkeley
Daily Cal Archive
Editors’ Blog

BLOGS
The Daily Clog
Eating Berkeley
Travel
A&E
Bear Bytes
Strikeout
Photo tumblr

DONATEWE'RE AN INDEPENDENT, STUDENT-RUN NEWSROOM. MAKE A DONATION TO SUPPORT OUR COVERAGE.

Margaret Cho talks bringing Asian American
comedy wave to Berkeley

Copyright © 2018 The Daily Californian, The Independent Berkeley Student Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Privacy Policy. Mobile site.

http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/asuc/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/campus/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/city/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/crime-and-courts/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/research-and-ideas/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/state/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/uc/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/news/obituary-news/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/news-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/baseball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/mens-basketball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/mens-crew/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/cross-country/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/football-fall-sports/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/mens-golf/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/mens-gymnastics/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/rugby/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/mens-swim-and-dive/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/mens-tennis/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/mens-water-polo/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/womens-basketball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/womens-crew/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/womens-golf/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/womens-gymnastics/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/lacrosse/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/softball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/winter/womens-swim-and-dive/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/womens-tennis/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/track-and-field/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/fall/volleyball/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/spring/womens-water-polo/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/sports/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/art-columns/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/film-and-television/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/music/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/theater/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/visual-art/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/comedy-arts/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/editorials/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/op-eds/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-columns/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/cartoons/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-columns/sex/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/opinion/opinion-columns/cal-in-color/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/arts-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/graphics-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/news-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/opinion-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/multimedia/sports-multimedia/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/editors-picks/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/awards/
http://www.dailycal.org/featured/special-issues/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/weekender/
http://www.dailycal.org/gameday/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/arts/best-of-berkeley/
http://archive.dailycal.org/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/editors/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/clog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/food-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/travel/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/arts-blog/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/bearbytes/
http://www.dailycal.org/section/blogs/grammar/
http://takingshotsdc.tumblr.com/
http://donate.dailycal.org/donate/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/14/margaret-cho-front-row/
http://www.dailycal.org/privacy/
http://www.dailycal.org/2018/03/14/jangala-jungle-book/?presentation=mobile

